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For Discussion Leaders

Even the Faithful explores moral choices that unfold gradually rather than through a single decisive act. As
your group discusses the novel, you may find readers disagree not only about the characters’ decisions,
but about when responsibility truly begins. Some readers respond with sympathy, others with frustration
or judgment, and many experience both at once. There are no intended right answers. The questions
below are designed to encourage conversation about intention, consequence, and the difficult space

between understanding a character’s choices and agreeing with them.

Discussion Questions for Book Clubs

1. At what point does Lotte and Henry’s friendship cross an ethical line? Do you believe there is a
single decisive moment, or does the boundary erode gradually?

2. Both characters believe they are acting thoughtfully rather than recklessly. Do their intentions lessen
their responsibility for the consequences of their relationship?

3. When, if ever, should Lotte or Henry have chosen to stop? What would stopping have required of
each of them?

4. The novel portrays self-justification as a powerful force. Which rationalizations felt most
understandable to you as a reader? Which felt hardest to forgive?

5. How does secrecy shape the characters’ moral decision-making?

6. Albert and James exist on the periphery of Lotte and Henry’s decisions but are deeply affected by
them. Who ultimately bears the greatest cost of the relationship?

7. Do you view Lotte and Henry primarily as sympathetic figures, or as people responsible for
avoidable harm? Did your perspective change over the course of the novel?

8. The characters often believe that circumstances will eventually resolve themselves. How does hope
function in the novel, as comfort, denial, or moral escape?

9. To what extent are the characters constrained by the social and religious expectations of their time?
Are their choices understandable within that context, or inexcusable regardless of era?

10. By the novel’s conclusion, do you feel the outcome was inevitable, or the result of decisions that
could have been made differently?
11. Does the novel ask readers to judge its characters, to understand them, or to do both? How did you

personally respond?

12. After finishing the book, whose decision troubled you most and why?




